WHY THE RESTORATION DID NOT LAST

and levelled over? Never is a word which politicians should never
use, but the experience of the Restoration had showed that this ditch still
held Frenchmen apart. Of course it is easy to say that if Louis XVIII had
been able to force acceptance of his will to reconciliation, if the ultras had
been more reasonable, if Charles X had respected the Charter, then
between 1815 and 1830 the monarchy would have taken fresh root. The
trouble is that the problem lay in governing, not the France that should
have been, but the France that was, the France still trembling from the
impact of the Revolution on the Old Regime, France in a turmoil of
passions. That was not easy, and the victory of Thiers and his friends bore
with it heavy responsibilities. 'I also am victorious*, Royer-Collard sadly
remarked on the evening of July 29th.
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